Royal Decree of 24 August 1970 for the implementation of a deviation from the nationality requirement as laid down in Article 428 of the Belgian Judicial Code on using the title and practising the profession of lawyer (Belgian Official Journal of 8 September 1970)
Article 1 - The nationality requirement, as laid down in Article 428 (1) of the Belgian Judicial Code, will be deviated from for the benefit of a foreigner who: 
1. at the time of the application for registration has been domiciled in Belgium for at least six years; 
2. if having been registered at a foreign bar, proves that he has not been omitted for reasons that relate to his honour as a private individual or with regard to his profession;
3. except for in the case of Article 2 (d), submits a certificate issued by the Minister of Foreign Affairs according to which the national law of the interested party or an international agreement permits reciprocity; 
4. at the time of the application for registration no longer has a permanent or temporary address, as referred to in Article 36 of the Belgian Judicial Code, abroad or registration at a foreign bar and undertakes not to have any such address or registration. 
Article 2 - The period of domicile as determined in Article 1 will be reduced to three years for a foreigner who complies with one of the following conditions: 
a) is married to a person who is Belgian by birth;
b) has one or more blood relatives in the ascending or descending line who have lived in Belgium for at least three years;
c) is a citizen of one of the Member States of the European Economic Community;
d) is recognised as a refugee according to the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, as signed in Geneva on 28 July 1951 and ratified by means of the Belgian Act of 26 June 1953.
Article 3 - In accordance with Article 2 of the Act of 19 February 1965 on the practice of independent professional activities by foreigners, a foreigner who is registered on the lawyers’ roll or list of trainee lawyers of the Bar Council is exempt from having to possess a “professional card”.

Article 4 - Our Minister of Justice is entrusted with the implementation of this decree. 
